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The 2015 Report on Giving to the University of Minnesota was produced 
by the University of Minnesota Foundation, which tracks and reports 
gifts to all University campuses, colleges, and departments, including 
gifts made through affiliated foundations. 

For a listing of 2015 college, campus, and unit fundraising results and 
links to highlights, visit give.umn.edu.
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Noteworthy: Music major Jason Flowers, ’18, plays a Mason & Hamlin grand piano donated to the University by Chicago surgeon Mark 
Ferguson and his wife, Phyllis Young. The piano belonged to Mark’s grandfather, former U of M music professor Donald N. Ferguson, a 
classical composer and pianist for whom the School of Music’s Ferguson Hall was named. Flowers says he’s proud to hold a scholarship 
created by the Ferguson family in honor of the accomplished pianist.
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 2015 Giving Results
The following figures provide a summary of giving to the University of Minnesota in fiscal year 2015, 
which ran from July 1, 2014, through June 30, 2015. The $351 million raised in gifts and commitments  
was the highest total in University history, surpassing the former record by $62 million!

How the University’s record-breaking year stacks up

 

 

 

 

 University-wide fundraising results 

   Fiscal 2015 Fiscal 2014 Fiscal 2005

 Gifts, pledges, and other future commitments $351 million $282 million $180 million

 Cost to raise a dollar (3-year average) 13 cents 14 cents 12 cents

 Distributions for University purposes $196 million $184 million $106 million

 University of Minnesota Foundation endowment* $2.0 billion $1.9 billion  $1.2 billion

 Combined University endowments** $3.3 billion $3.2 billion $2.0 billion

   * Includes endowments of the University of Minnesota Foundation, Minnesota Landscape Arboretum Foundation, and Minnesota 4-H Foundation
* *Includes the University of Minnesota Foundation endowment and the University of Minnesota Consolidated Endowment Fund

Types of 2015 gifts
Total: $351 million

n  Cash and pledges 
 $241 million  69%

n  Future 
 (estate and deferred gifts) 
 $100 million  28%
n  Property and in-kind gifts 
 $10 million  3%

$351 
million

Purpose of 2015 gifts 
Total: $351 million

The $351 million in gifts raised 
includes outright gifts, pledges, 
and future commitments.

n   Academic program support*  
$173 million  49%

n   Capital improvements  
$65 million   19% 

n   Student support  
$61 million   17%

n   Research and outreach  
$32 million   9%

n   Faculty support  
$20 million   6%

$351 
million

Donors of 2015 gifts
Total: 78,190

This includes all donors to  
the U, with gifts ranging from 
$1 to $25 million.

n   Alumni  
44,158   57%

n   Other individuals  
29,736   38%

n   Organizations   
4,296   5%

78,190 
donors

* Includes crossdisciplinary support, 
undesignated planned gifts, and 
support for campus programs




